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DECLARATION OF MATTTIEW D. PUTNAM UNDER 37 C.F.R, $1.131 



L Matthew D. Putnam, hereby declare as follows: 



1 . T am a co-inventor of claims 1-40 in the above-referenced patent application. 
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2. In an Office Action dated April 25, 2005, claims 1-8, 26, 27, 30, 33, 34, 37, 38, H 
and 40 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(c) as being anticipated by Orbay et al. (U.S. Patent ^ 
No. 6,440,135). > 



3. The application tliat eventually issued as the Orbay et al patent was filed on f 

sn 

December 12, 2000. ^ 



4, Prior to December 12, 2000, and thus necessarily before the filing date of the 
Orbay et al. patent, my co-inventors and I performed work in this country to conceive and reduce 
to practice the invention recited in claims MO oi'the above-captioned application, as evidenced 
by tiie attached figure. The attached figure shows two x-rays of a patient's wrist in which a volar 
fixation plate as claimed in claims 1-40 has been implanted. Tlic attached figure shows a. lop 
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view and a side view of the palienrs wriJsL The top view shows a volar fixation plate and tines, 
while the side view shows a volar fixation plate, tines, and a tensioning device. Jn the attached 
figure, the tensioning device is a bone screw. The attached ligure was part of a PowerPoyit 
presentation that was presented to u potential investor under a confidentiality agreement. :The 
date on the figure has been blocked out The confidential presentation to the potential investor 
occurred prior to December 12, 2000. 



5. T hereby declare that all statements made herein of my knowledge are tnie and 
tliat all statements made on infonnalion and belief are believed to be true; and fiirthcr that tlicse 
statements were made witli the knowledge tliat willful false statements and the like so nia.dc arc 
punishable by line or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of tlie United States 
Code and thai such willful false statements may jeopardize tlie validity of the application :or any 
patents issued thereon. 
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